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Georgia Forestry Commission and the Georgia Fire Service  

A BURNING FOREST IS  
EVERYONE’S RESPONSIBILITY 

    GAFC FIRESIDE  
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                 GEORGIA ASSOCIATION OF FIRE CHIEFS 

Forests 

What Goes 
Around 
Should 
Come 
Around  by: President    

 David Kimbrell  

The content of this column reflects the Boy 
Scout motto: BE PREPARED. Events in 
May and June regarding the forest fires in 
southern GA should remind us all that for-
ests are top dog when it comes to  the 
economy of our state. There are 1,100 fire-
fighting vehicles (fire knockers, tankers, 
etc.) built over the years by the Georgia 
Forestry Commission that have been pro-
vided to fire departments throughout the 
state. Based on recent weather conditions, 
there may be a time in the very near future 
when most of that equipment and the fire-
fighters who man vehicles may need to be 
deployed to Georgia forests. Even when a 
forest fire is apparently contained, stumps 
and underbrush are waiting to ignite. You 
have to see it to believe it. Thousands of 
acres of forest timber burning out of con-
trol and using every last resource the For-
estry Commission had to mount an offense.  
Forestry has helped us; now we need to be 
prepared to help them. Rain saved the day 
as forests burned in June. A visit to Way-
cross at that time would have proven our 
point. Smoke and ash rained down on hun-
dreds of miles of homes and commercial 
establishments. The Governor and GEMA 
were alerted and so were we. The Fire Ser-
vice must be prepared and always ready to 
help. 
 

        AND SPEAKING OF FIRE PREVENTION . . .  
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GA Public Safety Training Center  July 11-15-2011  

 7/11/11  7:30-9:00 AM Registration  - 1st Session at 9:00 AM 

Call for particulars:  Dawn Taylor, State Fire Marshal’s Office   

404-656-0697 or Cell: 404-290-2033 

Among the association sponsors: Georgia Fire Inspectors Association.,                    
Georgia Public Educators Assn. & Georgia Association of Fire Chiefs . . . 

FEATURES:  Fire Resistant Construction ,  Title 25, LSC 101, General Life 
Safety Plan Review, Campus Fire Safety, What Is Fire Prevention?, Residen-
tial Fire Sprinklers, Proving Your Prevention Programs Work, How to Evacu-
ate Children Safely from A School Bus Crash, Autism Awareness and Re-
sponse, Kitchen Hood Installation, GA.FF Burn Foundation Support , Clean 
Agent Systems, Tactical Guide to Workplace Violence, Revolutionize  Edu-
cation and other informative sessions.   Tentative Agenda: www.gafc.org/
   



Fire in the News: Moody Bridge 
Rd., Sweat Farm Fire Again, Honey 
Prairie Fire and Paxton Road Fire 
combined.   

Pictured – Far right; Alan Dozier 
GA Forestry Commission, Center, 
Curt McCasland, US Fish & Wild-
life, Left, Troy Floyd Type 2 Inci-
dent Command   Suppression and 
Mitigation @Incident Com-
mand Post Honey Prairie 

Frank  Sorelles, GAFC Satilla District Manager:  
 
“Georgia has had an extreme fire 
season this year. Our firefighters 
have worked tirelessly and fear-
lessly to control some of the worst 
fires in our state’s history. I could-
n’t be more proud of their success. 
We are very grateful for recent 

rains, but we also know that we are not out of the 
woods yet. We are preparing for another active 
month.” 


